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Conference report

Historical geography in Kyoto*

As Alan R H Baker points out in an accompanying article, the
International Conference of Historical Geographers, which now
meets every three years, has been going in one form or another
since 1975 - coincidentaily, the year in which this journal was
founded. Its meetings, hitherto held in Europe, Israel, North
America and Australia, have become the main meeting place for
a growing and increasingly diverse international community of
historical geographers, In 2009, the ICHG meeting was held in
Kyoto, organized by the Geography Department in Kyoto
University's Graduate School of Letters. Professor Akihiro Kinda
(Director of the organising committee and President of Japan's
National Institutes for the Humanities) is a longstanding member of
the fournal of Historical Geography editorial board. As editors of the
Journal, we were delighted to reaffirm out commitment to the
conference and the growing internationalism of the field by
sponsoring the opening reception, With a total of 262 participants
from 31 countries, from Mexico to New Zealand, with particularly
sizeable contingents from Japan, China and South Korea, this was by
some way the most diverse international conference of the entire
series, The ever-widening orbit of participation in the ICHG is a very
healthy sign, boding well for the future of our field.

Some international conferences are international in name only,
and many of them lack the cordiality of smaller gatherings: the Kyoto
ICHG stands out as an exception on both counts. Apart from the
number and distribution of countries represented, a striking feature
of the conference lay in the willingness of speakers to engage with
agendas and approaches that transcend ‘national’ schools and
traditional frameworks of historical geography. This was notable and
instructive - especially to the Anglophone contingent, privileged by
the use of English as the language of presentation. Clearly, historical
geographers are amuch more genuinely internationat community of
scholars than ever before, This does not mean that ‘national’ (or
indeed ‘regional’ and ‘local’) schools and perspectives have dis-
appeared but, rather, that colleagues have found much more
common ground in their intellectual agendas than previously. The
opening lectures, on the landscape history of Japan, demoenstrated
this well, Akihiro Kinda (National Institutes for the Humanities)
presented an overview of changing cultural landscapes in japan, and
Kefji Yano (Ritsumeikan University) provided an account of the
design of ‘virtual Kyoto', a digital visualisation of the city's histarical
urban landscape. The pairing of these papers alse demonstrated the
potential of conventional scholarship in historical geography in
research, education and heritage tourism, as a result of develop-
ments in the digital humanities.

The remainder of the conference was divided into parallel
sessions, and the organisers sought to maximise conversations across
‘national’ divides with session headings such as: ‘environmental
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change', *colonisation’, ‘digital humanities and historical GIS", ‘survey
and imperialism', ‘urban landscapes’, 'rural landscapes' and ‘cartog-
raphy and knowledge’. The subject of historical cartography was
prominent, and intriguingly represented by papers on lapanese
pictorial maps by Prof Koji Hasegawa (Kobe University) and on the
Library of Congress’ collections of Japanese maps of Korea by Kurniko
Yamachika, Rie Watanabe and Shigeru Kobayashi (National Defense
Academy of Japan} and Bokyung Yang and Yunjung Yang (Sungshin
Women's University, Korea). This focus was augmented by an excel-
lent exhibition on ‘Map culture in Japan’ in the University museum,
curated by Kazuhiro Uesugi (Kyoto Prefectural University). Other
highlights, inevitably reflecting the small sample of sessions that we
were able to attend personally, included a special session on ‘The
construction and circulation of geographical knowledge in a colonial
situation’, with papers by Héléne Blais (University of Paris, Nanterre),
Florence Deprest (University of Bordeaux) and Isabelle Surun
(University of Lille); 'Environmental change’ featuring the prominent
German historian Joachim Radkau (Bielefield University), reflecting
on the origins of sustainable forestry, and Jun-ichi Ogura (Kyoto Seika
University), using historical pictures to calibrate vegetation around
Kyoto; and ‘Survey and imperialism', grouping papers by George
Lovell{(Queens University, Ont.) on central America, Stephen Hornsby
(University of Maine) on The Atlantic Neptune, and Yoshihisa Fujita
(Aichi University) on the regicnal research expeditions undertaken
from Toa-Dobun-Shoin College in Shanghai through the first half of
the twentieth century.

The local organisers of this conference excelled in their
welcome to their many international visitors, none more so than
the ever genial Akihiro Kinda. Conference secretary Taisaku
Kometie (Kyoto University) also worked hard to make the confer-
ence a great success. A particular word of thanks is due to the
presenters of the poster session, which was of a very high stan-
dard. As is customary, the conference aiso included a number of
field excursions, to Kyoto, Nara, Kobe and lake Biwa, as well as
post-conference field trip to the mountains of central Japan. At the
conclusion of this impressive conference, delegates warmly
approved a proposal - led by Dr Pavel Chromy — that the 15th ICHG
Conference be held in Prague, in August 2012, hosted jointly by the
Department of Social Geography and Regional Development at
Charles University, and the Institute of the History of the Academy
of Sciences of the Czech Republic,
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